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EIGHT SIGN MIRACLES BY JESUS: GOSPEL OF JOHN
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Christians, including theological scholars have provided wide-ranging reasons why Jesus Christ performed different forms of miracles, with some arguing that, through these signs and wonders, he succeeded in demonstrating his close connection with God, while other others focusing on the role of miracles as an assurance of the truth behind Jesus’ teachings. While a believer is free to take any given approach to justifying miracles by Jesus, there is a wide consensus that they were and remain essential in depicting his divine status.[footnoteRef:1][footnoteRef:2] These reasons have been informed by scriptures and other authoritative Christian texts. Focusing on the Gospel of John, this essay refers to insights provided by two Christian authors, Leon Morris and Elmer Towns, to discuss how the following eight miracles plays a fundamental role in uniquely revealing Jesus’ deity: turning water into wine; healing the son of an official; giving sight to a blind man; feeding five thousand men; walking on water; healing a man born blind; raising Lazarus; and appearance after resurrection. [1:  Kelley, Andrew, “Miracles, Jesus, and Identity: A History of Research Regarding Jesus and Miracles with Special Attention to the Gospel of Mark,” Currents in Biblical Research, vol. 13, no. 1, 2014, p. 89. ]  [2:  Morris, Leon. Jesus is the Christ: Studies in the Theology of John. Eerdrums, 1989, p. 21. ] 

Morris uses his text to establish a context for genuine discussion by providing a convincing explanation about what constitutes the essence and approach taken by John to present each of Jesus’ deeds. In particular, the author argues that John identifies and uses plural terms to narrate the miracles by Jesus. Morris gives instances in the book of John (2:23; 3:2; 6:2), the first of the signs,” “what sign?” and “perform the signs,” respectively.[footnoteRef:3] In other words, John explicitly uses the word “sign” to refer to any of the major events by Jesus, which, turn, indicates the importance he attached to the term when it comes to denoting miraculous happenings.  [3:  Ibid, p. 136. 
] 

John has utilized the first 10 versus of the second chapter of his book to explain Jesus’ first miracle: turning water into wine. Any other Christian, regardless of their denominations, would agree that this miracle is not only significant for a wide range of reasons, such as demonstrating the unique aspect of Jesus’ spirituality, but also because it marked the start of his ministry on earth. In Towns’ view, this first miracle has had and continues to have far-reaching effect on Jesus’ deity.[footnoteRef:4] He corroborates that the miracle went a long way in symbolizing his coming grace. Towns proceeds to provide up to six different reasons for the miraculous event: confirming to the people that marriage is holy and a divine institution that has been ordained and blessed by God. The third and fourth justifications involve laying a strong foundation necessary for the challenging earthly ministry and revealing that he stood for creation, continuing God’s work on earth.  [4:  Towns, Elmer. “The Gospel of John: Believe and Live”. Twenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series. AMG Publishers, 2013, p. 112.] 

The fifth and sixth reasons provided by Towns for the first miracle revolve around conveying a clear and concise message that Jesus has a strong relationship with the Church and he wanted to give disciplines and potential follows a sign that they could easily understand. The seventh justification is that Jesus sough to prove how insufficient and hypocritical the old Judaic approach to creating relationship with God was.[footnoteRef:5] Given he performed this miracle in the presence of his family members, close friends, peers, and individuals who would later hate on him, Jesus demonstrated to his divinity in a way that resonated with all people. In essence, the components of this sign revealed what would follow in Jesus’ earthly ministry. [5:  Ibid, p. 97. 
] 

The second miracle, the healing of an official’s son, is documented by John in the fourth chapter, in 9 verses, from 46 to 54. According to Towns, the act of performing a miracle to a high-ranking officer was significant move in Jesus’ ministry because it communicated the message of salvation for all, regardless of socioeconomic status.[footnoteRef:6] Acts 11:14 reinforces the importance of this sign by saying that Jesus offered an example of God’s power to save because, on witnessing the miracle, the official and his whole household believed. Moreover, the miracle points at faith as a prerequisite for receiving God’s miracles. Undoubtedly, this miracle revealed Jesus’ status as God, who saves those who believe.  [6:  Towns, Elmer. “The Gospel of John: Believe and Live”. Twenty-First Century Biblical Commentary Series. AMG Publishers, 2013, p. 115.] 

John has narrated the third miracle in two fold, describing the healing two men who are physically handicapped, blind and paralyzed. The paralyzed man had been in this condition for up to 38 years. Both events occurred on the Sabbath, attracting fierce criticisms from Pharisees. The controversial aspect of this miracle makes it unique and interesting because, as Towns put it, the teachers of the law and their followers did not recognize the happening as good news, but rather a blatant breach of their Sabbath Laws.[footnoteRef:7] The miracle has far-reaching implications to Jesus’ deity, showing that God is all-knowing, omnipresent, omnipotent, and does not stop doing good deeds for individual believers only because it is a day of rest and fellowship.  [7:  Ibid, p. 198.
] 

The fourth miracle, the feeding of five thousand people, is narrated by John in the sixth chapter, from verse 5 to 14. The miraculous activity remains one of the widely discussed signs by Jesus because he managed to bless and multiply only two and five and fish and loaves of bread, respectively, which, in turn, fed five thousand people, women and children excluded. Given the event’s famous status, it has plays a central role in proving the deity of Jesus. In other words, the miracle has been described as a living testimony of God’s concern about physical and spiritual needs of the believer.[footnoteRef:8] Equally important, this sign serves as a challenge for the church to continue Jesus’ compassionate acts by feeding the angry, interceding for the sick, and showing mercy for sinners through evangelism.  [8:  Morris, Leon. Jesus is the Christ: Studies in the Theology of John. Eerdrums, 1989, p. 132. ] 

The fifth and sixth miracles by Jesus involved him walking on water and healing a man who had been blind since his birth. Both miraculous works are documented in John 6:16-21 and 9:1-7, respectively. While each of these miracles revolve around absolute faith, they differ in context and people involved. In particular, when the disciples saw Jesus walk on water, they thought it was a ghost because nobody had ever done so.[footnoteRef:9] When Peter attempted to, he could not make further steps on water because he feared drowning. This miracle has revealed Jesus’ divinity and God’s authority over nature and life. On the other hand, the healing the blind man in the sixth miracle is important in Jesus’ ministry because Jesus used it to demonstrate that being sick, physically handicapped, or poor do not necessarily suggest that a person is a sinner. Ultimately, the miracle indicated Jesus is God and can heal any forms of diseases, regardless of their origins.  [9:  Kelley, Andrew, “Miracles, Jesus, and Identity: A History of Research Regarding Jesus and Miracles with Special Attention to the Gospel of Mark,” Currents in Biblical Research, vol. 13, no. 1, 2014, p. 97.] 

The seventh and eight miracles, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead and Jesus’ miraculous appearance after resurrection, respectively. In John 11:1-4, Lazarus spent up to four days in the tomb, and when Jesus brought him back to life, some people responded in disbelief, while the majority celebrated the event, praising God. This miracle revealed that Jesus is truly who he said he was at the beginning: the son of God.[footnoteRef:10] Through his spoken word, the dead shall rise, with the miraculous event depicting Jesus’ power over life. Most importantly, Lazarus was a strong believer in Christ, which means his healing back to life symbolizes afterlife that, those who believe in Christ would live even after death. The eight miracle reaffirms Jesus’ deity as the ultimate authority over death, offering the much-needed assurance to any believer that Jesus lives.  [10:  Galadima, Bulus. An African Perspective on Miracles and Divine Action. 2020. ] 
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